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Letter to the Editor

Greetings from the 
Incoming Journal Editor
by Kate Rotzenberg, PharmD, MBA, BCPS

H ello there, reader! Perhaps 
this is your very first issue 
of the Journal, or perhaps 
you are a long-time reader 
or even a contributor. No 

matter where you are in your PSW journey, 
I’m excited to be on it with you in this new 
role as The Journal’s Pharmacist Editor. 

Let’s start with a short biography (which 
is also a case study in the smallness of the 
world of pharmacy). I graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
School of Pharmacy, then completed a 
PGY1 residency at SSM Health St. Mary’s 
Hospital. I was fortunate enough to stay on 
after residency as a clinical staff pharmacist, 
followed by a drug information pharmacist 
position and eventually management. It was 
at St. Mary’s that I was mentored by the 
PSW powerhouses Russ Jensen and Kathy 
Skibinski, who were my role models in 
professionalism and integrity. Michael Nagy, 
the outgoing Journal Pharmacist Editor, was 
one of our APPE students during my time 
there, and I remember his enthusiasm well. 
In 2017, I transitioned to an academic role 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
School of Pharmacy. I am currently a 
Teaching Associate Professor within the 
Social and Administrative Sciences division, 
teaching in the areas of healthcare ethics, 
financial management, medication safety, 
and pharmacy law.

As the incoming Journal Editor, 
I am particularly looking forward to 
strengthening the partnerships with PSW 
that have been building since 2007 when 
I joined as a pharmacist member during 
my residency. In addition to frequent 
conference attendance and presentations, 
I have served as a member of the Editorial 
Advisory Committee and the Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Working Group, and 
as administrator of the PearlRx practice-
based research network in collaboration 
with the Sonderegger Research Center for 
Improved Medication Outcomes. I am also 
honored to share that I was a co-recipient 
of the Curtis A. Johnson Award in 2018 

(although my colleagues Mindy Bauer 
and Shab D. Sahebi really just pulled me 
along for the ride).

I am deeply appreciative of Michael’s 
guidance during this transition; he 
has been responsive to my wide-ranging 
inquiries, patient with my many questions, 
and conscientious in making decisions and 
providing feedback. I am grateful to have 
gotten to know him better during this time. 
I see now that he is exactly the kind of 
person to lift up the voices of our pharmacy 
community, and we are lucky to have had 
him in this position as long as we did. I am 
also incredibly grateful to the PSW staff, 
who have been so welcoming!

Even in this short time, I am already 
thoroughly impressed with the quality of 
work I have seen—not only the written 
aspect of these manuscripts, but the actual 
impacts that the profession of pharmacy is 
making on a daily basis. Your contributions 
to The Journal positively influence how 
patient care is provided across the state and 
illustrate why we are “pharmacy proud” 
in Wisconsin. If you have thought about 
submitting a manuscript but weren’t sure 
where to begin, please reach out! PSW 
is here to support you and help you be 
successful. PSW’s Emerging Writers Course 
is a great resource for getting started.

If you’d like to be involved in The Journal 
in a different way, we are always accepting 
new peer reviewers to provide feedback on 
manuscripts prior to publication. More 
information about this role and a survey to 

submit interest are posted on The Journal 
website. In addition, the Editorial Advisory 
Committee (EAC) is accepting nominations 
for new members. EAC members meet 
two to three times per year to provide 
strategic direction to The Journal and also 
contribute to peer reviews. Check out the 
Self-Nomination Portal on the PSW website 
if you are interested!

I am so honored to have this 
opportunity to serve PSW and Wisconsin 
pharmacy as your Journal Pharmacist Editor. 
From new readers to long-time contributors 
alike, let’s all continue this journey together 
and keep making a difference! 

Kate Rotzenberg is the Pharmacist Editor of The 
Journal of the Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin.

Click here for more information 
about our the Peer Reviewer role 
and to fill our the interest form. 
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